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at once into such a strange configuration, having formed themselves into a circle and halted, both officers and men, without any previous word of command, each man looking earnestly as if by the instinct of his own imagination, to see in what particualr quarter the anticipated firing would begin."
And here is what Captain Cook said, in his own words, about what was taking place in less than thirty minutes after the battle was commenced:
"The echo from the cannonade and musketry was so tremendous in the forests that the _ vibration seemed as if the earth were cracking and tumbling to pieces, or as if the heavens were rent asunder by the most terrific peals of thunder that ever rumbled; it was the most awful and grandest mixture of sounds to be conceived; the woods seemed to crack to an interminable distance; each cannon report was answered one hundred fold, and produced an intermingled roar surpassing strange. And this phenomenon can neither be fancied nor described, save by those who can bear evidence of the fact. The flashes of fire looked as if coming out of the bowels of the earth, so little above its surface were the batteries of the Americans. We had run the gauntlet from the left to the center, in front of the American lines, under a cross-fire, in hopes of joining in the assault, and had a fine view of the sparkling musketry and the liquid flashes from the cannon. And, melancholy to relate, all at once many soldiers were met, wildly rushing out of the dense clouds of smoke, lighted up by a sparkling sheet of fire which hovered over the ensanguined field. Regiments were shattered, broken and dispersed; all order was at an end. And the dismal spectacle was seen of the dark shadows of men, like skirmishers, breaking out of the clouds of smoke which slowly and majestically rolled along the even surface of the field. And so astonished was I at such a panic that I said to a retiring soldier, 'Have we or the Americans attacked?' for I had never seen troops in such a hurry without being followed. 'No,' replied the man, with the countenance of despair and out of breath, as
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